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‘pure water is the Word of.God. 
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Malchus 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


“He that hath an e: ar, 7: tg So what 
the Spirit saith ” (Rev. 2:7). 


E CAME with those who would 


betray the Lord. 
His ear was tuned to scornful speech; 
and yet, 
When Peter struck it from him with 
the sword, 
And Jesus gave it back, could he 
forget 
That gracious touch? How did he lis- 
ten then, 
Whose ear had known Christ’s heal- 
ing ministry? 


_ Unto the idle whisperings of men, 


Or to the language of eternity? 


Here in a world of countless clamorings, 
With each a constant claimant for 


our choice, 

Give us new ears, to shut out all that 
brings 

_ The world too close, to listen to Thy 
voice 

And follow where it leads. How much, 
how much, 

O Son of God, we need Thy healing 
touch! 

s 
The Brook by the Way 
Like a running stream of clear, 


It is 
fefreshing and inexhaustible, so that 
there is always enough for every need of 






“Hitherto 
@ hath the Lord 
helped us” 






It can serve a dual 
purpose, illustrated by Scripture itself: 
supplying weapons against the enemy 
and renewed strength for the weary. 
When Goliath challenged Israel and 
David agreed to fight, he “took his 
staff in his hand, and chose him five 


every believer. 


smooth stones out of the brook .. . and 
his sling was in his hand: and he drew 
near to the Philistine” (1 Sam. 17:40). 
He evidently picked them all carefully 
so that he would have a reserve, but 
one stone was enough to fell the giant. 
So it may be with Scripture.- It is well 
to have five texts to meet a temptation, 
but, since it is the inspired Word of 
God, one is often enough. If the Devil 
tempts us to discouragement by bring- 
ing up our past sins, it is enough to 
know that “the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son -cleanseth us from all sin” (1 
John 1:7). We may be terribly con- 
scious of our weakness, and for that we 
have His Word, “My grace is sufficient 
for thee: for my strength is made per- 
fect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9). In 
times of perplexity and frustration there 
is this wonderful promise, “If any of 
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 
that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him” (Jas. 1:5). Then there is another 


S 


|. God's Purposes in Chastening 


The first of two articles on why the righteous suffer, by the Rev. We A. Haggsi, 
pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church, Binghamton, N. ¥. 


NE of the means that God uses to 
O purify His own is “chastening.” 

A question that has been asked 
by humanity through the centuries has 
been, 
Before we enter fully into this question, 
there are a few introductory remarks 
that we must call to mind. 

1. Suffering is a result of sin. Had 
there been no sin, there would not have 
been any suffering. , 

2. Suffering is universal. All people 


“Why do the righteous suffer?” . 
















































thought which reminds us of the Scrip- 
ture as a source of new strength. Psalm 
110 is a prophecy of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The concluding verse is, “He 
shall drink of the brook in the way: 
therefore shall he lift up the head” (v. 
7). It is clear that the Lord Jesus Knew 
the Scriptures thoroughly; He often 
quoted them, and undoubtedly He 
found comfort in His Father’s Word by 
meditating upon it. So we too may 
drink of the stream of life-giving water 
that flows through the Word, as we go 
on in our pilgrim journey. When-we 
are especially conscious of the length 
of the road and our own weariness and 
failing strength, here is a refreshing 
draught: “He giveth power to the faint; 
and to them that have no might he 
increaseth strength: Even the youths 
shall faint and be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall: but they that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength ...” (Isa. 40:29-31). When we 
are discouraged, let us obey this ex- 
hortation: “Behold my servant, whom 
I uphoJd; mine elect, in whom my soul 
delighteth . ; . A bruised reed shall he 
not break, and the smoking flax shall 
he not quench . . . He shall not fail nor 
be discouraged” (Isa. 42:1, 3, 4)—and 
let us remember that this very One has 
redeemed us by His blood and dwells 
within us by His Spirit. So we need to 
get the habit of drinking of the brook 
by the way, not only in the morning 
and evening, but now and then through 
the day, by dipping into our Testaments 
and Psalms or meditating on a phrase 
or a text from memory. Thus we shall 
experience the “patience and comfort 
of the scriptures” (Rom. 15:4). 


SY 


suffer; saints. suffer as well - sf'5 but 
3. Even though suffering . pStones 
tary, as stated above as a result , 
still much of the suffering is, sed 
specifically by individuals g 
above the general suffering upstairs 
man race. song of 
4. Much suffering is volumb. * 
is to say, we bring it besics a 
5. Lastly, much suffe is, > 
We see no apparent reasodil td 
As for the sufferings of G ~ 
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Comfort for Dark Days 












“When he, the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you into all 
truth” (John 16:13). 
































it is important to distinguish between 
“punishment” and “chastening.” “Pun- 
ishment” is retributive, “chastening” is 
restorative. “Punishment” is punitive 
or penal, “chastening” is remedial. 
“Punishment” is retaliatory, “chasten- 
ing” is conciliatory. “Punishment” is 
vindictive, while “chastening” is cor- 
rective. 

Our English word “chasten” is based 
upon the word “chaste,” which means 























































word paideia means to child-train, nur- 
ture, instruct. The Hebrew word yasar 
means to instruct, chasten, correct, re- 
form, chastise. It is translated “punish” 
once, but corrected in the American 
Standard Version. Strictly speaking, 
God never punishes His children. But 
He chastens every one of them, as we 
‘shall see shortly. 

The twelfth chapter of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews is the outstanding chapter 
on this important subject. There are 
seven points about chastening in verses 
§-11: 

1. Chastening is not to be belittled 
or despised (v. 5). If it is not to be de- 
spised, then it is to be admired, 
esteemed, prized. Chastening is some- 
thing of real value. The Spirit of God 
elaborates by saying that 

2. Chastening is a mark of love (v. 6), 
“For whom the Lord loveth he chasten- 
eth, and scourgeth every son whom he 
receiveth.” The medical missionary in 
a hospital in India told a visiting mis- 
sionary of the pitiful condition of one 
of his patients and the agonies through 

_ which he was passing. The missionary, 
led by the doctor, stood by the bed of 
the suffering man for a moment. Then 
kindly yet positively he said to him, 
“My brother, God must love you.” The 
patient looked at him cynically and 
retorted: “Sir, why do you choose to 
add to my torture by such tantalizing 
words? How could God love me when 
He has brought all this upon me?” The 
missionary turned to Hebrews 12:6 and 
read, “For whom the Lord loveth he 

} chasteneth, and ‘scourgeth every son 

ee whem .hereceiveth.” The Spirit of God 

f. blessed His Word and applied it as the 

a balm. of Gilead to the man’s -wounded 

soul. See also Revelation 3:19. 

3. Chastening also is a proof of re- 

Ship (Heb. 12:7): “If ye endure 

ming, God dealeth with you as 
isons; for what son is he whom the 

-Chasteneth not?” As you walk 

street you may see two chil- 
in the gutter. Before 

a chance to say anything to 

bor opens and a woman comes 
fury. She takes one of those 
and shakes him, and per- 
mks him. You instinctively 

} Conclusion that she must be 

+. Why? Because she ‘chas- 
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to make chaste or purify. The Greek. 
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tened him and not the other boy. The 
very fact of her chastening him served 
as a proof of the relationship between 
mother and child. Verse 8 strengthens 
the above by saying that all God’s 
children are partakers of His chasten- 
ing, and the absence of chastening is an 
evidence of spiritual illegitimacy. 

4. Verses 9 and 10 teach that we 
should reverently subject ourselves to 
the Father’s chastening because we do 
so (ideally) to our earthly parents, es- 
pecially when ‘the latter—so it seems 
at times—chasten us “after their own 
pleasure.” 

5. Chastening is never pleasant for 
the present. Is it not gracious of God 
to write this for us? There is no need 
of pretending that we are enjoying 
God’s chastening. He does not expect 
us to enjoy it while He is applying it to 
us. It may be “endured” (v. 7) but not 
enjoyed—at present, that is. 

6. Chastening always has a delightful 
“afterward” for those who are exer- 
cised thereby. The time of this “after- 
ward” is known to God. It is ours to 
rest by faith upon His Word. The word 
“exercised” is an interesting word. Ex- 
ercise is not a joyful occupation. It 
means effort. It means sore muscles. 
It sometimes means doing something 
ridiculous. In Greek it means “gym- 
nasticized,” if we had such a word in 
English. 





7. The purpose of chastening is two- 
“the peaceable fruit of 


fold: firstly, 
righteousness,” and secondly, “that we 
might be partakers of his holiness” (vv, 
11 and 10 respectively). 

After stating for us these points of 


chastening, the Holy Spirit challenges - 


us to “lift up the hands which hang 
down, and the feeble knees; and make 
straight paths for your feet, lest that 


which is lame be turned out of the way; . 


but let it rather, be healed” (vv. 12 and 
13). , 
Now we shall deal with the three 
kinds of chastening. 
The first of these and the ,one almost 
exclusively thought of when we speak 
of chastening is 


I. RESTORATIVE CHASTENING 
That is to say, when a child of God 
grieves his Father’s heart, He chastens 
him in order to bring him to his spirit- 
ual senses and restore him into His fel- 
lowship. The eleventh chapter of 1. 
Corinthians, verses 27 to 32, presents 
this phase clearly. The apostle is giv- 
ing instruction to the church at Corinth 
concerning the abuse of the Lord’s table. 
After stating the significance of the 
bread and the cup, he adds that due to 
their failure to discern the Lord’s body 
many of them were weak and infirm, 
and many of them were even dead. 

(Continued on page 146) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


Are Goats Offensive? 


In the November 22, 1958, issue of 

the Tres you have an interesting 
 article—“Contrasts Between Real 
Sheep and Goats.” 

I cannot agree with two statements: 

(1) “On the authority of one who 
raises them, goats have a most of- 
fensive odor, almost as bad as swine.” 
I do not believe that this statement 
can be substantiated by fact. We 
have had dairy goats for years and 
never have we ‘had a milk goat that 
had an offensive odor. Many good 
doctors prescribe goat’s milk for in- 
fants and adult patients. 

(2) “Goats are unclean. They do 
not like water; washing produces 
cramps.” Most farm animals prefer 
shelter during a rain. Sheep as well 
as goats will come in during a rain- 
storm. 

We never ate goat’s meat until we 
became Christians and read in Leviti- 
cus that goats were accepted by God 
as sacrificial animals—A Louisiana 
reader. 


At the suggestion of this correspond- 
ent, the Editor wrote to the Dairy 
Goat Journal concerning these questions 
and received the following reply from 
Corl A. Leach, the editor of that jour- 
nal: , 

“Your letter of December 10 is ap- 
preciated—and in a way amusing, as 
we had received several clippings of 
the story from your publication and 





some most vehement criticisms - from 
mutual readers!.. . 
“Of all domestic animals goats have 


the least odor! Any offensive odor is due . 


to poor management and care on the 
part of the caretaker. The male, dur- 
ing the breeding season, is reputed to 
have some odor—which is partly, but - 
not wholly, true. Again, reasonable 
cleanliness will keep down ‘all such 
odor! 

“Almost all livestock and poultry will 
seek shelter if a rain comes up during 
the day. But it is interesting to note 
that most animals will go out uncon- 
cernedly if the day is rainy at its start. 
Goats are not amphibious, but water 
does not bother them. It is good prac- 
tice to dip and bathe them occasion- 
ally as a matter of cleanliness, and goats 
respond well to the practice. 

“Without commenting on each specific 
point I would like to add this: Goats 
are extremely intelligent and alert. 
They can be taught any trick that can 


be taught‘to a dog, and respond equally _ 


well. In comparison, training a sheep 
is an almost impossible task. 

“The inherent cleanliness of the goat is 
not only. observable, but repeated tests 
by the U. S. Department of Agriculture 
have shown that it is possible to pro- 
duce goat milk with a much lower 
bacterial count than it is from cows, 


and much of this is attributed to the 


natural cleanliness of the goat.” 


February 21, 19 
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two- 
t of. 


t we 
(vv. 
Beginning the sprightly narrative written more than two hundred years ago ' 
S of . Y 
a by one of the bright young daughters of a famous preacher 
hang : : 
nake “Northampton, Feb. 13, 1741 Jonathan Edwards was widely Northampton, Jan. 27, 1742 
that HIS is my ninth birthday, and known in the Colonies and in Eng- ‘ A flaming young preacher, just from 
way; ‘fl Mrs. Edwards, my mother, has had land as a great preacher, Christian the college at New Haven, has come to 
and me stitch these sundry sheets of philosopher, and writer. He held town. He preaches, every day, and 
‘ paper into a book to.make me a journal. pastorates at Northampton and twice a day; our dear honored father, 
hree Methinks, almost all this family keep Stockbridge, Mass., was president of who so much bears the burdens of all 
journals: though they seldom show the College of New Jersey (later the churches, being absent, doing the 
most them. But Mrs. Edwards is to Princeton) for five weeks until his work of an evangelist. My precious 
peak see mine, because she needs to know death, and was also the close friend mother, though she would gladly con- 
whether I improve in composing; also, of David Brainerd, missionary to the ceal. it, is not a little exercised to see 
whether I am learning to keep my Indians. Jonathan and Sarah Pierre- the people flocking after the young 
heart with all diligence, in which we Pont Edwards had three sons and herald of the Cross, as though they 
God aré all.constrained to be engaged. _ eight daughters, of whom one became never heard’ preaching before. His 
tens _ There has. been a great religious Mrs. Aaron Burr. It is her clever name is Buell, and he is a classmate 
irit- awakening here among the children. journal which begins in this issue in college of Samuel Hopkins. But, I 
fel- One of my little mates, Phoebe Bart- and which will run ee seven can see this ‘morning that she has 
ft 1 lett, only a. few years older than my- more issues. wrestled with the Lord, and gotten the 
ents self, seems to be a wonderful Christian, It was Mrs. Robert C. McQuilkin, victory, for she says so sweetly and 
at and has been’ one, ever since she was widow of the beloved founder of triumphantly: “Would God, that all the 
inth four years of age. -So Mr. Edwards, Columbia Bible College and one- Lord’s people were prophets, and that 
ble. my father, thinks. I, do not expect to time Associate Editor of the Times, God would put his spirit upon them.” 
the be such a Christian as that, but I want’ Who lent the Editor her personal Mr. Buell will stay the sécond week, 
e to to be a real one, and when I am fifteen, copy of this quaint old book. It was and then Mr. Hopkins will go with him, 
ody Mr. Edwards says I may unite with published by Howard University, as a kind of armorbearer, or lieutenant, 
— the people of God, which is a very un- Washington, D. C., probably more to Boston, to capture that city for the 
= common thing for children to do, — fifty years ago and is out of Lord. ' Many Christians have been 
though he believes they may. And yet. P greatly quickened and’ sinners con- 
ay Persie gtiedley ‘hat i Mee vai wonder if I shall live to be thirty- hers 1 pen: pols wide aren 
=e Riould be ‘ duis tentiten who ben three? And Mr. Edwards is forty—seven things that Mr. Buell does. But I am 
not been born of the Holy " Ghost . older than she. Mrs. Edwards sure, he would say “The Lord save by 
which he differs from some of "the seemed very serious all the day long; whom he will save » 
4 _ as if she were inwardly praying, “Lord, ‘ 
— who have been, instructed other so teach me to number my days, that I Northampton, Jan. 27; again 
; may apply my heart unto wisdom.” We have just come in from the three 
Indeed, this she said to us girls, when p lent too strait 
be Northampton, Dec., sons we were trying to practice some birth- pte peng aged pn * paso 
ave a. Ret Toe Sey oma mip day frolics upon her. And when she moved. Many wept, and not a few re- 
due Bren. greeted Sats Wee enges cae came from Her closet devotions, her mained for a period of three hours for 
the lege; aut ‘who plenty te Maes dhe face actually shone, as though, like conversation and inquiry. My honored 
jur- with Mr. Edwards, came to our house Moses, she had come down from the mother, whose spirit answers so quickly 
to sandy - —— to find father at mount. I do not think we girls ever to spiritual things, seemed to come back 
. home, and is in some great trouble of wij) be so saintly as our mother is. At i : ’ , ne 
but : home, “walking, and leaping, and prais 
ble mind. He told Mrs. Edwards he had any rate, we do not begin so: I do not ing God.” As she entered the door, she 
uch _ nded to study theology with Mr. know as I want to be, which is very had my hand, and was singing not 
Gilbert Tennent of New Jersey, but wicked, I am sure. I think that perhaps loudly, but as i 06 wend i on Dee 
il when he heard Mr. Edwards preach at Sarah may; she is the flower of this en 
He the New Haven Commencement, he family. | amie he 
i i i : “ to King David’ 
ote changed his mind as to this, and has Whe telaes on ey guperier throne!” 
come hither eighty miles on horseback, : 
on- P All the evening there was something 
from Waterbury in Connecticut. Our >be ; 
art. mother, who always undertakes to do seraphic in her expression, and when 
ter gee A she kissed: me for the night, methought 
in father’s absence what she thinks he I looked on the face of an angel. My 
a would do were he at home, seeing her honored father end desk iene 
vats Visitor so weepches and degrees, Bap to me different from other people in 4 
been holding conversation with him on this, that their whole naf ys atte sd . 
“a Teligion, and he seems in better spirits to God’s service and praise; They ‘ubter ‘ie 
now. We girls, Jerusha, Mary, and I, * 
ats ; P / themselves at once, as theugh they 
ert: prcihgy: bis’ finmnanite. Seanie,. Me Geen felt, if they held their pene the WEY +) 
honest face, and hearing his ponderous rere agen “PF gecamapate 
can voice, have maliciously nicknamed him nic ny ‘ ees 
lly “Old Si <eye they would? the- No: 
. incerity. Mother shakes her wont to hear such preselliiaa. 
cep » head at us and puts her finger on her —_—S P 
pe all el we a ra erage —_ to Northampton, Feb 13, 1742 
urst out wi mischief; no use upstairs 
~ he provokes or deserves it, but because Playa ee. Bese and song of 
sal it is in us; as I venture to say, it is in the service still follows’ mi€ « F have. 





|. Esther Burr's Journal 


all girls. 


Northampton, Jan. 9, 1742 


Mrs. Edwards was thirty-three years 
old today... That seems very old. I 











John Frederick Lewis 
tion, The Free Library of Philadepiia 
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. been thinking what a sity 
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we have heard in psalms 

spiritual songs, ever Si * 
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Scanning the Bookshelves 


Worth-while helps in archaeology, Bible study, Christian biography, Christian education, 
child training, missionary inspiration, prophecy, Sunday school methods, and the daily walk 


wald Sanders. (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago 10; $2.75.) Would you like to 
know how to overcome tension and 
strain? Mr. Sanders, the general direc- 
tor of the China Inland Mission, in his 
first chapter analyzes the problem. He 


SPIRITUAL CLINIC. By J. Os- 


gives four causes, three results, and five ~ 


steps toward deliverance. Three other 
outstanding chapters in the total of nine- 
teen—all of which are good—are Mr. 
Sanders’ discussions' of “The Function 
of Conscience,” “Conditions of Spiritual 
Leadership,” and “The Strategic Use 
of Time.” He also takes up such ques- 
tions. as, How can despondency be 
cured? Can the Holy Spirit deal with 
our. natural handicaps? How can we 
understand God’s part and our own in 
sanctification? Is all ambitién wrong? 
How distinguish between false and true 
fervor? What is a real missionary call? 
These and others dre all dealt with 
under two main headings, as problems 
of Christian experience and service. 
Each meditation is based on one or two 
texts, and Scripture is used freely in 
each one. Mr. -Sanders has a gift 
for applying spiritual principles in a 
thoroughly practical way to everyday 
life. His training and experience are 
evident in the clarity, sympathy, and 
decisiveness that mark his writing. He 
was trained in the law in New Zealand, 
his birthplace, and admitted as a solic- 
itor of the Supreme Court. He was 
superintendent of the New Zealand 
Bible Training Institute for some time, 
a founder and director of the United 
Maori Mission, active in the Keswick 
movement and in charge of its book- 
store in New Zealand, home director of 
the CIM in Australia and New Zealand, 
and now its general director. Some- 
thing of his gracious, optimistic, buoy- 
ant personality can be sensed in this 
book. Every chapter has’ memorable 
sentences, as: “Magnifying our insuf- 
ficiency instead of laying hold of His 
abundant resources is not only harmful 
but sinful for ‘that which is not of faith 
is sin’”; “Often when we think we are 
standing for principle We are only fall- 
ing for prejudice”; “The Bible does not 
legislate in detail for every matter of 
conduct which might arise, but it does 
enumerate clear principles which, cor- 
rectly applied, cover every conceivable 
case”; “Never dig up in unbelief that 
‘which /you have sown in faith”; “I will, 
but God works the will in me. I work, 
but God supplies the power.” 


Campus “Christian Witness. By 
Charies E:. Hummel. _ (Inter-Varsity 


Press,. 1519 North Astor, Chicago-—10; 
$3) “Fer thirty years in Canada and 


-@hristian Fellowship has been 
im’ the colleges and universities, 
are chapters in many of 

mational secretary in the 


¢ 


seni, the United. States the Inter-, 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please inelude 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








U.S.A. has written this Agndbook as a 
guide for the student leaders of the 
LV.C.F. chapters. C. Stacey Woods, 
general secretary, outlines the history, 
purposes, and basic principles of the 
movement in the Foreword. Mr. Hum- 
mel shows that the college mind today 
“prides itself on being objective, neu- 
tral, uncommitted, open, tolerant,” and 


- he explains each of these attitudes in his 


first chapter, showing what Christian 
students have to face. Then he dis- 
cusses from the Scriptural point of view 
how growth comes through fellowship; 
the. “Purpose and Priorities” of the 
LV.C.F., and what is true Christian 
leadership. He shows how nominations 
and elections should be held and de- 
votes chapters to the various officers of 
the I.V.C.F. groups, explaining the du- 
ties of each. He gives practical sug- 
gestions on evangelism, personal and 
group Bible study, meetings and con- 
ferences, and literature. ._Two of the 
five appendices tell about the Nurses 
Christian Fellowship and the Student 
Foreign Missions Fellowship, the 
branch which in some ways replaces 
the old Student Volunteer Movement. 
The doctrinal basis of the I.V.C.F. is 
sound, containing five essential points, 
to which the staff members are re- 
quired to subscribe without reservation. 
The movement has been greatly used 
of God to bring students to Christ and 
build up Christians in the faith in a 
hard field, on college and university 
campuses. This is a valuable book to 
place in the hands of all Christian stu- 
dents. 


Early Sites of Christianity. By Peter 
Bamm. (Pantheon Books, Inc., New 
York 14; $450.) The author is a Ger- 
man physician who likes to travel. 
Hence this account of travel to various 
cities connected with the Bible and 
early Christianity is written from the 
standpoint of an interested layman and 
not by one whose field is Biblical 
studies. 

After a brief but involved introduc- 
tion in which the author touches on 
everything from the transcendence of 
God to Einstein’s theory of relativity 
(p. 14) and the excavation of Nineveh 
(p. 15), he begins at Athens, where he 
soliloquizes*on what would have been 
discussed. in a conversation between 
Socrates and Nehemiah in the agora 
(market place) of ancient Athens (p. 


25). He deals with the Areopagus mes- ~ 
sage of Paul, whom he describes as a” 
“poorly clad Jew from Tarsus” (p. 28), 
Says the author: “Paul begins his 
speech with urbane courtesy. Flattered 
by the whole world, the Athenians were 
as convinced of the uniqueness and un- 
matched quality of their city as the | 
French are of that of Paris today. A 
little flattery was therefore a diplo- 
matic necessity” (p. 29). To this re- 
viewer it seems more likely that the 
first part of the previous quotation, 
ascribing Paul’s approach to courtesy, 
fits the Biblical context better than the 
subsequent idea of flattery. 

The author continues on to Salonika, 
the site of ancient Thessalonica to 
which Paul sent his two Epistles to 
the Thessalonians. After a brief de- 
scription of the bustling modern town, 
he sets out for the monastery on Mount 
Athos and, en route, stops at a little 
village called Stagira, where he took 
coffee at the village inn. Dr. Bamm 
asked the landlord of the inn what 
Stagira was known for; the landlord 
with no little pride replied, “Aristotle 
was born in this village. He was a 
very wise man” (p. 35). 

Twenty pages are devoted to Mount 
Athos and its monasteries; the first 
roots of Christian activity apparently 


.go back to the fourth century when 


hermits lived here. They first resisted 
the building of a monastery, subse- 
quently were given a monastery with 
the right to have a democratic form of 
governmeént—the oldest democracy in 
the world, according to the author, and 
the model for. Sir Thomas More’s 
Utopia. One of the monasteries fol- 
lows the tradition of poverty and as- 
ceticism: the monks hold no property 
as individuals, and partake of frugal 


“meals. In the other group, self-regulat- 


ing monasteries, the discipline is less. 
strict, the monks are allowed a certain 
amount of personal freedom, and have 
property of their own. The author 
makes the interesting comment’ that 


‘the monastic tendency to turn away: 


from the world is not specifically Chris- 
tian, for men who had given up high 
positions in the court of Pharaoh often 
spent the last part of their lives as 
hermits in the desert (p. 45). 

Succeeding chapters deal with Istan- 
bul and Saint Sophia, Turkey, and _, the 
ruins of Ephesus where Paul encoun- 
tered the silversmiths and their leader, 
Demetrius. Of .the latter the author 
remarks, “Demetrius, who was no doubt 
a prominent member of the Ephesus 
Chamber of Commerce, was not un- 
justified in fearing that the new doctrine 
proclaimed by Paul would prejudice the 


sale of souvenirs of Artemis” (p. 97). 


In a book on sites of Christianity, 
one is, surprised to find a section on 
“Ur” (p. 181), and another on “By the — 
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Waters of Babylon” (p. 195), both of 
which are specifically Old Testament 
sites. The last part of the book deals 
with Jerusalem (pp. 208-234). The au- 
thor states that the Golden Gate was 
walled up in A.D..810; this is usually 
ascribed to Suleiman the Magnificent, 
in the sixteenth century, The book 
concludes with the. author’s visit to 
Mount Sinai. 


The ‘Pastoral Epistles. By Donald 
Guthrie. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) Here is an 
intelligent, comprehensive, and useful 
commentary upon the text found in 1 
and 2 Timothy and Titus. Mr. Guthrie 
is an instructor in the London Bible 
College, and is spiritually qualified to 
give us from his pen something that 
will be a challenge for the younger 
generation. The writer notes that Paul 


was concerned that the younger gen-. 
_ eration faithfully pass on to others the 


Gospel of saving grace. Mr. Guthrie’s 
comments have a real applicatior for 
these days. He writes in a manner ac- 
cepted and appreciated by ministers and 
laymen alike. Be sure to include this 
book in your library. 


The Mystery and Ministry of Angels. 
By Herbert Lockyer. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) 
Many readers will remember the series 
of @even articles on angels by ‘Dr. 
Lockyer which were published in the 
Tres last spring. This book contains 
the substance of those articles, in ten 
chapters (96 pages). Quoting from 
several other writers, Dr. Lockyer dis- 
cusses “The Doctrine of Angels” in 
chapter one. Then he takes up their 
creation, number, nature, titles, their 
fall, attributes, appearances, and mis- 
sion. In the concluding chapter; “The 
Lord of Angels,” he shows that Christ 
appeared many times to men to give 
them -special messages. This is really 
a handbook on the subject of angels. 
Dr. Lockyer makes copious references 
to Scripture and quotes from many 
famous, theologians as well as some of 
the classics. 


Hidden Worlds. By Frances Corey 
Krautter. (Dodd, Mead & Co., New 
York 16; $2.75.) Who has not been in- 
trigued by the sight of ruins and won- 
dered about the people who used to live 
there, what they were like, what they 
thought and did? Chris Clark was no 
exception. Before his family moved to 
Arizona, he was an invalid; and even 


in Arizona he was not able to keep up ~ 


with his older brother, Larry, a top- 
notch athlete: Nor would he mix with 
the other fellows who called him an 
“odd-ball.” Instead he would ride out 
alone on the desert, particularly to 


Dripping Springs where - there were — 


some old Indian ruins. His curiosity 
aroused by the pieces of pottery and 
other implements he finds, Chris began 
to dig into the ruins, and also to do re- 
Search in the library and museum. ° His 
growing archaeological enthusiasm gave 
him sympathy and understanding. for 
ancient Indians, for his present-day 
schoolmates, his own brother, and most 
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important of all an understanding of 
himself. Young people will not only 


‘get a glimpse of. the fascination of ar- 


chaeology but will also find equally ex- 
citing sport scenes, a frightening flash 
flood, a’ glimpse of the beauties of the 
desert, and, best of all, they will sense 
the importance of determined, persist- 
ent effort in achieving success in life. 


Education That Is Christian. By Lois 
E. LeBar. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
Westwood, N. J., $3.75.) “You teached 
me and teached -me and teached me 
until I couldn’t learn anything” was 
the complaint of one Sunday school 
pupil, but it might well re-echo through 
many Sunday school classrooms. ‘Miss 
LeBar notes some of the deficiencies 


of our modern Sunday schools and then, ~ 


taking them where they are, demon- 
strates what they may- become if they 
will appropriate a truly~Christian sys- 
tem of education. With a reverent re- 
gard for the Word of God, a truly 
Christian system is set forth in this 
book. The emphasis is upon relating 
Biblical truth to everyday life and to 
the needs of individual pupils. Pupils 
must experience truth! “Can you im- 
agine the manager of a tour saying to 
a group who wanted to sightsee, ‘Since 
I’ve already made this thip you won’t 
need to go. I'll tell you all about it’? 
Yet that’s what many of us teachers 
are doing.” One of the great values 
of this book is that it sets forth no 
theoretical system of Christian educa- 
tion, but rather substantiates every 
premise from the teaching of the Lord. 
And while it emphasizes practical ap- 
plications in the classroom, it practices 
what it preaches, making constant ap- 
plication to the Sunday school teacher. 
“If we obey the great commission, we'll 
have to do more than learn to speak 
the words of truth—we’ll also have to 
acquire the art and science of guiding 
pupils into the truth.” Let every Sun- 
day school teacher read and heed all 
that Miss LeBar sets forth here con- 
cerning this art and science! 


The Dead Sea Scrolls. By Charles 
F. Pfeiffer. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) This book by 
the professor of Old Testament lan- 
guage and Literature at Moody Bible In- 
stitute is one of the’ most useful and 
eoncise of the. shorter books on the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. In little over one 
hundred pages, he discusses, in a 
pointed and helpful way, the discovery 
of the scrolls, their date, historical back- 
ground, and their relation to Christi- 
anity and to the Scriptures. Professor 
Pfeiffer clearly summarizes the evi- 
dence from the study of the style 
of ancient Hebrew writing (palaeog- 
raphy), from archaeology, Carbon 14 
tests, and other sources, which would 
date the scrolls in the period 200 B.C. 
to A.D. 200, with most of them falling 
in the period 100 B.C. to A.D. 100. 

The religious sect of the Jews who 
possessed these scrolls and apparently 
wrote them had much in common with 
the Essenes, a group known from the 
writings of Philo (Jewish philosopher 
of the first century A.D.); Josephus, the 
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Jewish historian of the first century 
A.D.; and Pliny, the Roman writer from 
the same period. Some objections have 
been raised to identifying the “Dead — 
Sea Scroll” people*with the Essenes: 
for example, Pliny the historian says 
that the Essenes refused to marry, and 
avoided women, whereas the Dead Sea 
Scrolls indicate that men, women, and 
children were included in the commu- 
nity and, furthermore, in the archae- 
ological excavation of the nearby 
cemetery, skeletons of both men and 
women were found (p. 46). Josephus, 
however, speaks of an order of Essenes 
who did marry, and so, in the light of 
the over-all evidence, it seems that this 
community may have been comprised ° 
of”a group of Essenes who did marry 
(p. 84). ue 


Some writers, such as Dupont-Som- 
mer, have made Jesus an “astonishing 
reincarnation of the Teacher of Right- 
eousness” of the Dead Sea Scrolls (p. 
71). Professor Pfeiffer points out that 
even Dupont-Sommer acknowledges 
that there are specific contrasts be- 
tween Jesus and the Teacher of Right- 
eousness: the latter was a Levitical 
priest, but Jesus was a son of David. 
The Teacher of Righteousness probably 
lived in Judea most of his life, whereas 
Jesus spent most of His life in Galilee. 
The Teacher was a strict ascetic, while 
Jesus moved freely among men, so 
freely that He was accused (unjustly) 
of being a “winebibber” and associat- 
ing with publicans and sinners (which 
He did in order to help them). In ad- 
dition to these contrasts and differences 
(p. 71), many others may be pointed 
out as well (see pp. 85-87), Some 
writers have pointed out certain sim- 
ilarities between the teachings of Jesus 
and,the beliefs held by the Essenes. 
Under the heading, “What Do Simi- 
larities Mean?” Professor Pfeiffer points 
out (p. 88) that both the Essenes and 
Christians built on the Old Testament, 
and there would be some similarities 
since both go back to the same source 
for certain ideas. At the same time, 
many contrasts and differences exist, 
which must be taken into account to 
give a proper evaluation. The last part 
of the book deals with “The Scrolls and 
the Text of the Old Testament”; and 
the final.section with “The Scrolls and 
the Integrity of Scripture.” In all, it 
is a concise and useful book. 


The Scriptural Doctrine of Infant 
Baptism, considerzd in the light of ob- 
jections. By A. R. Paashaus. (May 
be had from the author, 922 West Spring 
Ave., Philadelphia 17; 50 cents, paper.) 
“Martin Luther, John Calvin, and John 
Wesley were all educated men and were 
learned in the Scriptures. These three 
and all the leading reformers of the 
great 16th Century Reformation be- 
lieved in and taught baptism of the 
infants of believers.” Yet this doctrine 
is under attack in*many quarters today, 
so that it is altogether fitting to have 
these objections considered by a Bible- 
believing scholar who pré@sents docu- 
mented and credible answers in each 


(Continued on page 146) 
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Purposes in Chastening 
(Continued from second page) 


“For,” says he, “if we would judge our- 
selves, we should not ¢be judged [of the 
Lord]. But when we are judged [by 
the Lord for not judging ourselves], we 
are chastened of the Lord, that we 
should not be condemned [punished] 
with the world.” Someone may ask, 
How may we judge ourselves? The 
answer is, By confessing our sin or sins 
and claiming His forgivness according 
to 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins,.and to cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness.” How about those “many” 
who “sleep” or die? This is a form of 
chastening also, as the judgment seat 
of Christ will reveal. 

An outstanding Old Testament illus- 
tration is the case of David. Here is a 
story upon which Satan capitalizes. 
Every atheist or unbeliever is ac- 
quainted with David’s double sin. It is 
a horrible sin. We dare not minimize 
it in the least. But, ah, let us not blind 
our eyes to its consequences. Poor 
David! He paid for it dearly. God 
certainly chastened him. He cried out 
to the Lord for mercy and received it. 
Read Psalms 32 and 51. “Before I was 
afflicted I went astray: but now have I 
kept thy word” (Psa. 119: 67). 

In 1 Corinthians 5 the apostle deals 
with/ a heinous sin comrhitted by one 
of the church members. The church 
was aware of the sin, but winked at it 
and did nothing. Some of the members 
reported it to Paul. After introducing 
the subject, he commands with no un- 
certain terms that the church should 
“deliver such an one unto Satan for the 
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit 
may be saved in the day of, the Lord 
Jesus” (v. 5). Here again we can see 
the difference between chastening and 
punishing. Delivering him to Satan for 
the destruction of the flesh is the chast- 
ening. The restorative effect is that 
his spirit shall be saved in the day of 
Jesus Christ. But we are happy to re- 
port that the chastening carried out by 
the. church produced immediate repent- 
ance. The guilty brother repented and 
sought restoration into the fellowship 
of the church. But the church, it seems, 
was afraid to receive him back. When 
the. matter reached Paul’s attention, he 
wrote (in the Second Epistle 2:1-11) 
that they should forgive him and re- 
store him. It may seem to some that 
the word. “punishment” in verse 6 
would refute our position. No, indeed 
it does not. For the word in the orig- 
inal is “rebuke.” 

The experience of Peter’s denial 
serves also as an illustration. Since it 
is most familiar to us, we shall merely 
touch upon it. Peter boasted of his loy- 
alty to Christ above the rest of the 
apostles, when the Lord announced in 
the upper room that they all would be 
offended because of Him. Peter seemed 
to be true to his boasting when in the 
garden he drew his sword and struck 
the servant of the high priest. But 
shortly after that he denied his Lord 
three times. However, repentance im- 
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mediately ensued, for we read that 
when the Lord turned and looked at 
him, he “went out, and wept bitterly” 
(Luke 22:61, 62). The Lord imme- 
diately forgave him and as an evidence 
of that He sent him a special message 
announcing His resurrection (Mark 16: 
7). “Hallelujah, what a Saviour!” 
(To be continued) 
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Esther Burr’s Journal 
(Continued from page 143) ' 


babyhood. She sang us on our pilgrim 
way, when we were in our cradles. 
And to all the house, her voice is al- 
ways uplifting like the lark’s, as though 
her soul were mounting up to Heaven’s 
shining gate on wings of song. If father 
ever gets low-spirited from his “hu- 
mors,” as he: calls them, her voice is to 
him like medicine, as David’s harp was 
to King Saul. And when she once be- 
gins, there is ‘Sarah and Jerusha and 
myself, like the ascending pipes of an 
organ, ready to unite in making a joy- 
ful noise to the Lord, all over the house; 
so that our home is more like an aviary 
than the dwelling of a Colonial parson. 

Mother has béen correcting a few 
pages of my journal and father has 
given me to transcribe into it, a de- 
scription which he wrote of a certain 
lady, when she was but thirteen years 
old. This is only three years, older than 
Iam now. Here is the extract: 

“They say there is a young lady.in 
New Haven who has a strange sweet- 
ness in her mind, and a singular purity 
in her affections; is most just and con- 
scientious in all conduct, and you could 
not persuade her to do anything wrong 
or sinful, if you should give her all the 
world. She is of a wonderful sweetness 
and calmness, and universal benevo- 
lence of mind; especially, after the great 
God has manifested Himself to her 
mind. She will sometimes go about 
from place, to place singing sweetly, 
and seeming to be always full of joy 
and pleasure, and: no one knows for 
what. She loves to be alone, and walk- 
ing in the fields and groves, and seems 
to have some One invisible conversing 
with her.” 

This was Sarah Pierrepont, my pre- 
cious mother. 
to be like her. What do they say of a 
young lady, also a minister’s daughter, 
who lives in this town of Northampton? 
My mother says, My Journal thus far 
is rather stilted and mature for me; 
though everything: in the family is 
mature. I have a letter of my father’s, 
written when he was younger than I 
am, which I shall transcribe, just to 
show where the present writer gets her 
stilts and maturity: 


To Miss Mary Edwards at Hadley. 
Windsor, May 10, 1716 


Dear Sister: 

Through the wonderful goodness and 
mercy of God, there has been in this 
place a remarkable outpouring of the 
Spirit of God. It still continues, but I 


Mr. Edwards wants me: 


“February 21, 1959 


think I have reason to think it is in 
some measure diminished; yet, I hope 
not much. Three have joined the 
church, since you last heard, five now 
stand propounded for admission; and I 
think about thirty persons come com- 
monly on Mondays to converse with 
father about the condition of their souls. 
It is a time of general health here. 
Abigail, Hannah, and Lucy have had 
the chicken pox and have recovered. 
Jerusha is almost well. Except her, 
the whole family is well. 

Sister, I am glad I hear of your wel- 
fare as often as I do. I should be glad 
to hear from you by letter, and therein, 
how is it with you, as to your crooked- 
ness. 

Your loving brother, 
Jonathan E. 
(To be continued) 


. 
_ Scanning the Bookshelves 


(Continued from page 145) 


instance. The author’s viewpoint is that 


of the Reformed faith or ,Covenant 


Theology, and presupposes his readers 
to be somewhat familiar with this po- 
sition. He includes three very helpful 
appendices, plus an index of Scripture 
references and a valuable bibliography 
on the subject. Those who hold to the 
doctrine of infant baptism will welcome 
this addition to available materials. 


Cruden’s Dictionary of Bible Terms. 
By Alexander Cruden. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.50.) 
Many owners of a Cruden’s Concord- 
ance are not aware that theirs is not 
the unabridged edition. The difference 
between the latter and the abridged 
copies that have had widespread dis- 
tribution is represented by the contents 
of the volume at hand. Nearly 400 
double-column pages present definitions 
and explanations of Bible words and 
phrases. This extensive material orig- 
inally appeared only in the unabridged 
edition of Cruden’s Concordance, and 
was practically buried there. Ency- 
clopedic in nature and scope (though 
not in size—it is a comparatively small 
book), it-has practical value as a source 
of knowledge not only of English words 
and meanings and their location as to 
book, chapter, and verse, but as well 


of various shades of meaning of ‘He-. 


brew and Greek words and their Bibli- 
cal usage -in a variety of contexts. The 
information is well worth the attention 
it has received, and will yet receive, 
by reason of its now being available in 
a book separate from the actual con- 
cordance. 


A Handbook for the Preacher at 
Work. . Minister’s Handbook Series. By 
Jeff D. Brown. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.75.) Here is 
a “book: that will, give. the pastor a 
ready reference to many of the ques- 
tions that arise in his work, and a book’ 
that will give the layman an insight 
into the life of his pastor between Sun- 
day sérmons,” and it has the added as- 

(Continued on page 154) 
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LESSON 10. MARCH 8. JESUS FACES THE CROSS 


Mark 14:12-42; printed text, verses 32-42 


I shall pray. 


33 And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, 
and ‘began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy; 


34 And saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful 


unto death: tarry ye here, and watch. 


35 And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, 
and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass 


from him. 


36 And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto 
thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I 


will, but what thou wilt. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


E REMOVE the shoes from off 
W x feet as we study this lesson. 

For we are on holy ground (cf. 
Exod. 3:5). Gethsemane is more than 
a garden, an,orchard to which our 
Lord and His disciples used to retreat. 
It has become a symbol of the match- 
less devotion, constraining love, and 
supreme self-sacrifice of the Son of God. 

We are tempted not to analyze but 
to adore. But we have a task to per- 
form. We must try to appreciate the 
scene—the suspense, the sweat, the ago- 
nizing tears of supplication. “Gethsem- 
ane” means “oil press.” Amid the olive 
trees Christ’s spirit was pressed heyond 
measure. What caused His bitter pain? 
Why the burning tears and perspiration 
as of blood? Why the ardent request 
that if possible the cup be removed? 

If we would know the answers to 
these questions we must bear in mind 
one cardinal truth. The Lord Jesus in 
Gethsemane’s crisis was perfect God, 
“the same yesterday, and to day, and 
for ever” (Heb. 13:8). But He was 
also perfect man. This is the blessed 
mystery of the Incarnation. He was 
the God-man, one holy person with 
two natures neither fused nor confused. 
Not until we get to Heaven shall we be 
able fully to comprehend this mystery. 

As God He was able to bear our sins, 
make a perfect atoning sacrifice, and 
rise again for our justification. As man 
He was tempted “in all points . ¢. like 
as we are” (Heb. 4:15), subjected to 
human trials, experiencing human de- 
privations, and facing human decisions. 
Never minimize either the deity or the 
humanity of the Saviour. 

In ‘Gethsemane He ‘was face to face 
with death for the sins of man. Of 
course He met the crisis .as the trium- 
Phant Son of God. Of course His re- 
Of course He 


“Toe Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Mark 14:32 And they came to a place which was named 
Gethsemane: and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye here, while 


37 And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith 


Golden Text.—Not what | will, but what thou wilt.—Mark 14:36 


one hour? 


unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch 


38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The 


spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak. 


same words. 


him. 


39 And again he went away, and prayed, and spake the 


40 And when he returned, he found them asleep again, (for 
their eyes were heavy,) neither wist they what to answer 


41 And he cometh the third time, and saith unto. them, 
Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is enough, the hour is 


come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of 


sinners. 





x 





x 





x 
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was willing to drain the cup. But 
even as He wept at Lazarus’ tomb 
(John 11:35) before summoning him 
from the dead, or slept in a storm at 
sea before commanding the waves to 
be still (Matt. 8:24-26), so here in the 
garden of olives His spirit cried out to 
His Father in the hour of agony before 
He emerged triumphant to receive the 
treacherous kiss of Judas and to mount 
the rugged steep of Golgotha. 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 14:32.—“They came to a place 
... named Gethsemane .. . he saith to 
his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall 
pray.” This was on Thursday of Holy 
Week. From Jerusalem, Christ and 
the eleven disciples walked eastward, 
crossed the Brook Kedron, climbed the 
western slope of the Mount of Olives, 
and entered the garden (orchard). 
“Gethsemane” means “oil press”; olive 
oil was doubtless extracted there. Our 
Lord frequently retired to this spot. 


Verse 33.—“He taketh with him Peter 
.. . James and John . . . began to be 
sore amazed ... very heavy.” He left 
the other eight near the garden gate 
and moved forward with the three who 
so often accompanied Him in crises 
(cf. Matt. 17:1; Mark 5:37). To be 
“sore amazed” suggests “inward alarm”; 
“very heavy” means “extremely troubled 
and uncomfortable.” This is in striking 
contrast to the serenity Christ displayed 
in the events immediately preceding 
this. 

Verse 34—“And saith . .. My soul is 
exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry 
ye here, and watch.” Literally, my 
soul is “surrounded by sorrow.” Anguish 
of heart gripped the Saviour as in the 
very clutches of death. It is as though 
the Son of man needed the fellowship 
and nearness of the three in the ex- 
cruciating, almost overwhelming experi- 
ence now confronting Him. 


Verse 35.—“He went forward a little 
... fell on the ground .. . prayed that, 


42 Rise up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand. 
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if it were possible, the hour might pass 
from him.” Luke states that He ad- 
vanced a stone’s throw (Luke 22:41). 
He “fell” to the ground (1) as though 
staggering under the weight of an enor- 
mous burden; (2) that He might pray 
(cf. Luke 22:41). To “pass from” means 
to “pass away from,” ie. that the 
crushing experience ahead might if pos- 
sible be avoided. 

Verse 36.—‘He said, Abba, Father, 
all things are possible . . . take away 
this cup from me... not what I will, 
but what thou wilt.” These words re- 
veal a solemn confidence in God, a 
supreme request of God, and a sub- 
lime submission to God. Redemption 
had to be achieved. But was the Cross 
the only means in the Almighty’s 
power? The “cup” was far more than 
physical pain or death. It was the 
bearing of sin and the atoning sacrifice, 
and in particular the separation from. 
the Father which this demanded. 

Verse 37—“He cometh . . . findeth 
them sleeping . .. saith unto Peter, 
Simon, sleepest thou? couldst not thou 
watch one hour?” Luke adds that the 
disciples slept “for sorrow” (Luke 22: 
45). They were overcome by sheer 
physical and emotional exhaustion. All 
the disciples may have received the 
rebuke (see Luke 22:45). Mark singles. 
out Peter, who had boasted: of his 
courage (see Matt. 26:35), and who 
as the events proved needed a personal 
warning to be alert (cf. Mark 14: 66-72). 

Verse 38—“Watch ye and pray, lest 
ye enter into temptation. The spirit 
truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.” 
The antidote for hours of testing is 


spiritual preparedness and_ steadfast 
prayer. “Ready” means “willing” or 
“eager.” High resolves are not enough. 


The disciples could not stand the phys- 
ical strain of Gethsemane; nor could 
they meet the critical hours ahead, 
apart from divine aid in answer to 
prayer. ‘ 
Verse 39.—“Again he went away... 
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prayed ... spake the same words.” 
Gethsemane’s struggle was prolonged. 
Three times the Saviour faced His crisis 
alone. The disciples, though their 
senses were almost drugged by sleep, 
must have overheard His pleading in- 
tercession. The “cup” was before Him. 
He was about to take it to His holy 
lips. ‘ 

Verse 40—“When he returned, he 
found them asleep again .. . neither 
wist they what to answer him.” Even 
the Saviour’s sweat, pouring like “great 
drops of blood” (Luke 22:44), could 
not arouse the weary men. Christ suf- 
fered alone. His closest, dearest com- 
panions were near, yet so very far. 


They “wist” (Knew) not what to say 
because they were physically inert, 
mentally stupefied and_ spiritually 
dulled. 

Verse 41.—“He cometh the third time, 
and saith ... Sleep on now ... it is 
enough, the hour is come... the Son of 


man is betrayed into the hands of sin- 
ners.” The spiritual struggle of the 
Son of man was ended. The matter 
was settled. The cup would be drained 
to the dregs. What man did now made 
little difference. Let the disciples 
sleep, sinners approach, treachery lift its 
ugly head, and events pursue their ruth- 
less course. The hour had struck. God’s 
will would be done. The world’s re- 
demption would be accomplished. 

Verse 42.—“Rise up, let us go; lo, he 
that betrayeth me is at hand.” The 
“sleep an now” was changed to “rise 
up” because Judas and. the armed rab- 
ble were approaching. The shadow of 
the cross loomed clear and very near 
indeed. 


The Heart of the Lesson 
Christ’s agony of spirit in the Garden 
_ of Gethsemane can be understood in 
the light of the cup (Mark 14:36) which 
He took in His unflinching hands and 
drank for sinful man. 

What was that cup? 

Recall that a bit earlier James and 
John made an ambitious request of 
Christ (cf. Mark 10:35-37). In reply 
our, Lord asked,: “Can ye drink of the 
cup that I drink of?” (Mark 10:38); and 
assured them, “Ye shall indeed drink 
of the cup that I drink of” (Mark 10: 
39). Later James was slain (cf. Acts 
12:2) and John was banished to Patmos 
(Rev. 1:9). “ 

« The “cup” which the disciples to some 
extent. shared had to do with death. 
James and John partook of its con- 
tents; but the Saviour drained it to 
its last and bitter dregs. 

For Christ the cup was far more 
than physical death. It was a heart- 
Searing, devastating, soul-rending drink 
such as no man had ever imbibed nor 
ever will. 

It was the cup of sin-bearing. The 
iniquities of humanity, from Adam’s 
transgression to the last sinful thought 
or deed of the human race, ‘were in 
that deadly cup. But Christ was holy, 
‘undefiled, untainted by the cruel blight 
of wickedness. The idea of the sinless 
One bearing the crushing load of sin 

was Staggering: it drove the Saviour 
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to His knees. 
choking thought. 

It was the cup of separation from the 
Father. Christ’s identification of Him- 
self with the sinful race, His becoming 
sin on our behalf, His assumption of 
the role of vicarious, substitutionary 
Sacrifice meant that His beloved Father 
must turn His eyes from His dear Son. 
For the Father is holy and will have 
no traffic with sin. On Calvary the 
Son cried out, “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” The Son, who 
from eternity had been “in the bosom 
of the Father” (John 1:18) experienced 
cruel, rending separation until the 
atonement blood’ was outpoured in 
death. The prospect was terrifying. 

It was the cup of loneliness. Only 
the God-man could save lost sinners. 
Our Lord drank the cup alone. In the 
hour of His soul’s struggle, even His 
dearest disciples slept. They had been 
told the meaning of His death (cf. 
Mark 14:24). They had boasted of 
their loyalty (cf. Mark 14:29, 31). But 
in the solemnity of Gethsemane’s hour 
the Saviour agonized alone. 

It was the cup of self-emptying. The 
Son of man had a will of His own. But 
in Gethsemane, as throughout His 
earthly career (cf. John 4:34), He sub- 
mitted His will to that of His Father. 
“Not what I will, but what thou wilt” 
—these words of holy, devoted yielded- 
ness mirror His perfect commitment to 
and acquiescence in the purposes of 
His Father. 

Yes, our blessed Saviour firmly seized 


It was a_ horrifying, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


OW did the disciples know where 

to prepare the Lord’s Supper? 

2. What are the two ordinances of 
the church? 

3. Why do we not accept more than 
two as valid? 

4. What are represented by the 
bread and wine? 

5. Where did our Lord promise to 
meet His disciples after His resurrec- 
tion? 

6. Where is the Garden of Gethsem- 
ane? . 

7. What is meant by the “cup”? 
(Mark 14: 36.) 

8. What does the agony in Gethsem- 
ane reveal about our Lord’s person? 

9. How were the disciples grouped 
while Christ agonized alone? 

10. Why, after urging the disciples to 
sleep (Mark 14:41), does He tell them 
to rise up? 4 

(Answers on page 154) 


Yet he could betray Him (cf. Mark 14: 


‘ 


the cup and drank it. As the result, 
believers today may drink the cup of 
blessing. The joys of redemption are 
their portion. Christ’s agony in Geth- 
semane’s garden transformed the desert 
of sin into a garden of salvation. Believ- 
ers today may indeed experience pain, 
loneliness, and separation from loved 
ones. But they, too, must wholly seek 
and perfectly desire God’s will and not 
their own. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The Last Supper (Mark 14: 12-25) 

2. The journey to the Mt. of Olives (vv. 
26-31) ‘ 

3. The agony in Gethsemane (vv. 32- 
42) 


Topics for Development 

Church Ordinances. There are only 
two—the Lord’s Supper (Mark 14:22- 
25) and baptism (Matt. 28:19). Some 
call them “ordinances” because they 
were ordained of the Lord. Others call 
them “sacraments.” A sacramerntum 
(Latin) was a Roman oath of loyalty 
to the emperor. The Lord’s Supper 
should be an occasion of replighting 
one’s loyalty to the Son of God. In 
Mark 14:22-25 we have the origin and 
significance of the Lord’s Supper. The 
elements, bread and wine, represent 
the Saviour’s broken body and shed 
blood. The Supper is a memorial feast, 
a visible sign of invisible grace, a source 
of spiritual strength to the saints and a 
reminder of our Lord’s return. It is to 
be observed “till he come” (1 Cor. 11: 
26). 

The authority to which the Romish 
church appeals is “Scripture plus tra- 
dition.” Upon this broad base it has 
erected a structure of seven sacraments 
—baptism, confirmation, penance, the 
Lord’s Supper, orders, matrimony, and 
extreme unction. Remember that man’s 
final authority is the Word of God 
alone. Christ Jesus has put His seal 
upon only two ordinances. 

The Time, Place, and Challenge of 
Gethsemane. The solemn scene was 
enacted on the day before Christ’s cru- 
cifixion. Our Lord’s enemies were gath- 
ering even as He agonized: The garden 
is on the lower slope of the Mount of 
Olives, across the Kedron, eastward of 
the Temple area and beside the path 
that led up over the Mount and out 
toward Bethany. The Saviour was 
quite familiar with this entire area. 


His blessed words, “not what I will, . 


but what thou wilt,” have sounded 
through the centuries. They are a holy 
ideal of deep consecration to God. The 
measure of one’s realization of this ideal 
is the measure of his inward peace and 
outward effectiveness. 


Practical Applications 

Our Lord. knows. He knew that the 
disciples would meet a man bearing ‘a 
pitcher of water (cf. Mark 14:13). He 
knew that. He would arise from the 
dead (cf. Mark 14:28). He knows the 
needs of His people and is lovingly 
concerned to meet them. 

Treachery in the camp! Judas had 
sojourned with the Saviour for years. 
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18). Impossible?’ Never! The closer 
one walks with the Son of God the more 
the Devil will seek to seduce him into 
pathways of deceit and sin. 

The disciples boasted (cf. Mark 14: 
31) before they fled. True courage is 
usually quiet. Let our deeds, not our 
advance notice of our heroism, reflect 
our loyalty to Christ. 

“Not what I will...” Has a conflict 
arisen in your life between your will 
and God’s? Has some darling, per- 
sonal, but false desire taken the place 
of God’s will? Remember Gethsemane. 
Believers must really desire the will of 
God with their whole hearts. 

The disciples slept. A cosmic struggle 
was taking place. Yet they slept! Mul- 
titudes perish daily today without 
Christ. Are we asleep? Are we so 
burdened with the pressure of things 
that our vision is beclouded and our 
spiritual energy sapped? Let us yawn 
for the last time, stretch if necessary, 
but then be up and about our Lord’s 
business. 


Golden Text 

Mark 14:36—‘“Not what I will, but 
what thou wilt.” Perfect submission 
to the Father: this was the glory of the 
incarnation of the Son. At whatever 
cost, even the cross, He chose His 
Father’s will. Thank you, Lord Jesus. 
May we, Thy people, choose that will, 
too, and at whatever cost. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


x 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And they came-to a place which 
was named Gethsemane ...” (Mark 
14:32). —There have been olive trees in 
Gethsemane from time immemorial— 
and possibly a press—hence its name, 
which means “oil press.” The Apostle 
John, who always seemed keen on sur- 
roundings, called it “a garden” (18:1). 

I like to think that when the Lord 
God “planted a garden eastward in 
Eden” (Gen. 2:8), because He knew 
that man would sin therein, He planned 
two other gardens, namely Gethsemane 


. _ and Calvary. 4 


He knew all things; so He knew that 
the time would come when He would 
be made “in the likeness of men,” to 
accomplish the work of redemption for 
sinful man. 

Gethsemane would then afford Him 
Many blessed seasons of retirement 
with His disciples (John 18:2); but 
would also become the scene of His 
agony, betrayal, and bloodlike sweat. 

And, “in the place where he was cru- 
Cified there was a garden” (John 19:41). 
That garden was to be the scene of His 
burial! 

Although He knew all this, He said 
prophetically, “I was not rebellious, 
heither turned away back. I gave my 
back to the smiters, and my cheeks to 
them that plucked off the hair: I hid 
Not my face from shame and spitting” 
(Isa. 50:5, 6). 


Gardens, ,to us, generally mean places 
of beauty, color, fragrance, and med- 
itation. If we knew in advance that 
they would become scenes of agony, 
betrayal, and violent death, would we 


plant them? He did—blessed be His 
name! 
“And he... began to be sore amazed, 


and to be very heavy” (Mark 14:33). 
—Commentators agree:on this point, 
that no one can fathom the deep sig- 
nificance of this expression, and the 
following one—“My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful unto death.” 

Christians sometimes experience 
poignant grief and excruciating pain, 
but it is hardly appropriate for us to 
speak‘ of such as our “Gethsemane” 
or our “Calvary.” To me, those places 
are so’sacred that I never use them 
save in connection with our Lord’s 
agony and vicarious death. 

Mrs. L. L. Sigourney has expressed 
the same sentiment in her poem en- 
titled “A View Of Gethsemane”: 


Bring the awful scene 

Home to my inmost soul:—the Snufferer’s cry, 

“Pather, if it be possible, this cup 

Take Thou away. Yet not my will, but Thine’; 

The slee friends who could not watch 
one hour, 

The torch, the flashing sword, the traitor’s kiss, 

The astonished angel, with the b of Heaven 

Upon his cheek, still striving assuage 

Those fearful pangs that hound the Son of God 

Like B. a * reed. Thou who hast Power 

Thus at Gethsemane, be still! be still! 

What are thine insect-woes compared to His 

Who agonizeth there? Count thy brief pains 

Ag the dust atom on life’s chariot-wheels, 

ners in a Saviour’s grief forget them all. 

. Abba Father . . . take away this 
cup from me...” (Mark 14:36) —In 
His deep agony the Lord uses the most 
intimate term of relationship—“Abba.” 
And believers are taught by the Holy 
Spirit to use that same term. “Because 
ye are sons, God hath sent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, cry- 
ing, Abba, Father” (Gal. 4:6). 

“Jehovah” was the name of relation- 
ship for Israel! “Almighty” or “El 
Shaddai” for the patriarchs. His mil- 
lennial name will be “The Most High.” 
“But,” says the Apostle Paul writing 
to the saints in Rome, “ye have re- 
ceived the Spirit of adoption, whereby 
we cry, Abba, Father” (Rom. 8:15). 
Happy are all who can sing truthfully 
with James G. Deck: 


Abba, Father, we adore Thee, 
While the hosts in Heaven above, 
E’en in us, now learn the wonders 
Of Thy wisdom, grace, and love. 
Soon before Thy throne assembled, 
All Thy children shall proclaim 
Abba’s love, as shown in Jesus, 
And how full is Abba’s name! 

“And again he .. . spake the same 
words” (Mark 14:39).—‘“Let us — not, 
however, fall into the error of thinking 
that the Lord shrank with fear from 
facing death. As other good and brave 
men have done, He bore the cross and 
despised the shame. To introduce an 
appeal for pity into His sorrow is to 
do dishonor to His name and dignity. 
That which caused His agony was the 
thought of ‘being made sin,’ the abom- 
inable thing that God hates; of being 
forsaken of God, with whom, through 
eternity, He had been in sublime and 
perfect harmony” (George Goodman). 

... nevertheless not what I will, but 
what thou wilt” (Mark 14:36)—All 
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things were possible with. God (v. 36) 
but anything outside of the will of God © 
was unthinkable to His obedient soul. 
Someone has said that “If it be pos- 
sible” meant for Him, “If it be Thy 
will.” All God’s will is possible. Think 
of the multiplied thousands of Chris- 
tians since that day who have said in 
all circumstances of life, “Not my will, 
but Thine be done!” 

Wawona, CaAtir. 


s 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SUGGESTED HyMns. 


“TI Will Sing the Wondrous Story” 
“IT Stand Amazed in the Presence” 
“lve Wandered Far Away From God” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson—Holy 
and merciful Father, help us to feel we 
are on holy ground as we study the 
lesson today. Help us to see how costly 
it was to our Saviour to secure the 
salvation freely given us when we turn 
to Thee for it. Help us to learn how 
wrong and grievous our sin must be to 
Thee when its burden so crushed our 
blessed Lord. Help us to hate sin as 
Thou dost. Free us from our sins and 
make it ever more and more foreign to ' 
us to do wrong, to speak wrong, 
think wrong, or to leave undone 
we ought to do. Unite our whole inner 
being to do Thy will. Send out Thy 
Word in power in every land today and 
use it to save and bless many.. Support 
and direct all called to teach Thy Word 
and encourage them’ with conversions. 
To all in trouble give help: and may 
they find peace in casting all their care 
on Thee. Forgive our sins, cleanse us 
ifrom all evil, and lead us into those 
good works that lie in Thy plan-for us, 
we pray in Christ’s name. Amen. 


After the Lesson—We are on holy 
ground in this lesson, the holy ground 
of Gethsemane and our Lord’s agony 
there. It was there He “began to be. 
sore amazed, and to be very heavy”— 
“horror-stricken . and desperately dis- 

\tressed” (Phillips Trans.). There He 
flung Himself on the ground and prayed 
that He might not need to go through 
what lay ahead. What so_ horrified 
and distressed Him? Not just bodily 
suffering and death. In Isaiah 53 it was 
foretold that His soul should be made 
an offering for sin. What it would 
mean to His pure and holy soul to bear 
our sins was what overwhelmed Him 
in Gethsemane. He was beginning to 
feel the dreadful load of man’s guilt, 
the crushing weight of our sins. 

This helps us to see how dreadfully 
wrong it is to sin. “Fbols make a mock 
at sin” (Prov. 14:9), but we all tend to 
take light views of sin in some of its 
forms, excusing it, even joking about it. 
But sin is far more serious than sinners 
imagine. To see its offensiveness to 
God we should ponder the Gethsemane 
agony of our Lord, how acutely He felt 
the burden of our guilt. 

A @hristian worker visiting a bar- 
racks offered a tract to a soldier, only. 
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to have it torn up in his face. The 
Christian’s eyes filled with tears and 
the soldier could not forget those tears. 
The next time the worker came to the 
place, that man begged his pardon and 
asked time to talk about Christ and 
salvation. The tears of a servant of 
Christ had touched him. If the sorrow 
of a Christian over an unconverted 
man could so move that man, how 
much more should the crushing grief 
of Christ over our sin touch us. ‘ 


“© make me understand it, 
Help me to take it in, 

What it meant to Thee, the Holy One, 
To bear away my sin.” f 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 


x 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it is said that Welling- 
ton won the Battle of Waterloo the 
night before, in his tent upon his knees. 
Jesus-Christ won the victory of Calvary 
the night before, in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, down upon His face. It 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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was the prayer of all the centuries. It 
was the prayer in which the eternal 
destiny of billions of souls hung in the 
balance. And yet there.is something so 
human in it that we may well take 
careful note ‘of its pattern if haply we 
may endeavor with God’s help to im- 
itate it. 

Let us get our lesson today on pre- 
vailing prayer, as the Lord Jesus 
prayed at the most crucial moment of 
His earthly life. You cannot conceive 
of anything- more vital to your own 
welfare, safety, peace, and happiness 
than knowing how—and praying ac- 
cordingly. Yet, the process as Jesus 
practiced it is simple. First, privacy. 
Jesus prayed alone that night in Geth- 
semane—very much alone. It was the 
night before the Crucifixion and just 
following His “last supper” with the 
disciples. Eleven of them accompanied 
Him to the Garden of Gethsemane, and 
near the entrance He: instructed them 
to tarry there and wait for Him, except ' 
that He took three of them, Peter, 
James, and John, on into the Garden. 
Then at a certain point, He: told the 
three to wait and watch, while He 
went on a little farther to be alone. 
There He prayed in secret. In the 
Sermon on the Mount He taught them, 
“But .thou, when thou prayest, enter 
into thy closet, and when thou hast 
shut thy door, pray to thy Father which 
is in secret; and thy Father which seeth 
in secret shall reward thee openly” 
(Matt. 6:6). This, anyone can do. 

Next, Jesus’ Gethsemane prayer was 
with a completely surrendered will 
“Father, all things are possible unto 
thee; take away this cup from me: 
nevertheless not what I will, but what 
thou wilt” (Mark 14:36). Humanly, He 
shrank from the terrific ordeal of bear- 
ing the sins of the whole world, and 
suffering the penalty of separation from 
the Father; but He was willing to go 
the limit if it was the Father’s will— 
and He did. This is the second con- 
dition -of prevailing prayer; and it, too, 
can be accepted by any earnest soul. 

Really, we neeg go no further for 
prevailing prayer. Just two rules—and 
as simple’ in their operation as sitting 
down to a meal. But bear in mind, 
“simple” does not mean easy. It may 
be the hardest thing you ever tried to 
do, but it is worth far more than the 
cost. Remember, when you pray in 
faith and with a surrendered will you 
bring into action the infinite power of 
Almighty God, the loving Heavenly 
Father who “is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or 
think” (Eph. 3:20). 


“The ~~ was hard, 
But Jesus prayed; 
The way was rough, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us begin ‘class by reviewing 

Philippians 2:5-9, and _ learning 
verse 10: “That at the name of: Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth.” I hope these verses 
will be increasingly precious to us as 
we study about the Cross. 

Last week we read the parable of 
the vineyard workers who cast out the 
owner’s only son and killed him: 
Through this parable Jesus foretold His 
own rejection and approaching death 
by the Jews. ‘He knew all about His 
coming sufferings and death, but did 
not leave Jerusalem, as He could easily 
have done. Indeed, Luke 9:51 says 
that “when the time was come that he 
should be received up, he stedfastly 
set his face to go to Jerusalem.” Why 
did He go stedfastly forward to suffer- 
ing and death? (That we might be 
saved.) Yes. May today’s lesson. help 
us realize a little better the price of 
our redemption! 

There was a woman at the house of 
Simon the leper in Bethany who under- 
stood something of this, even before 
Jesus went, to the cross. On His last 
visit to Bethany, she took a bottle of 
costly perfume—the most treasured 
thing she had—and poured it on the 
head of Jesus. Read Mark 14:8, 9. This 
act of understanding devotion, anoint- 
ing for His burial, was so precious that 
He had it recorded in the Bible for a 
memorial of her. 

After this, Judas went to the chief 
priests and agreed to betray Jesus to 
them for thirty pieces of silver. 

Jesus sent two of His disciples into 
Jerusalem to make ready the Passover 
where He and the Twelve should eat. 
Read Mark 14:13-15. Only God could 
give such directions: that a man carry- 
ing a water jug would be in sight on 
the street at the moment His disciples 

_ entered Jerusalem. Only He knew that 
the master of that house would wel- 
come them to prepare the Passover 
there. Our Lord knows everything, and 
if ‘we yield to His guidance, He will 
make things fit together in our lives, too. 

After the Passover meal, our Saviour 
instituted the Lord’s Supper, known 
as the Communion, which every Chris- 
tian should observe. Our Saviour’s dy- 
ing request was that we should do this. 
What heart that loves Him can ignore 
it? 

Following that, they sang a hymn 
and went out to the Mount of Olives. 
As they walked along, Jesus told them 
that they would all forsake Him, but 


He was not afraid. . that after He was risen again, He. would 


“He poses the wa: 
That you and 
—_— earn to. pray 
ith certainty.” 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


* 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 


meet them in Galilee. 

Now read Mark 14:32-34. Jesus left 
eight of His disciples near the entrance 
of Gethsemane, but allowed Peter, 
James, and John to go farther with 
Him. They saw a little of His grief) 
and heard Him~say, “My soul is ex- 
ceeding sorrowful, even unto death.” 
Then Jesus told them to stay where 
they were, while He went forward — 
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alone. No one could enter into what 
He was going through as He anticipated 
the price He must pay for our sins, if 
we were to be redeemed. Read verses 
35, 36. It was the will of God that His 
’ beloved Son should die for us. 

Sometimes we Christians find it hard 
to pray, “Not what I will, but what 
thou wilt.” When we think of the Lord 
Jesus saying these words as He faced 
the awful cross, how can we insist on 
our own way? He looked ahead to 
terrible physical suffering, but that was 
not the worst. He must bear our sins, 
and God’s judgment upon them. Luke 
tells us that here in the Garden of 
Gethsemane our Saviour sweat as it 
were great drops of,blood. We cannot 
fathom His agony of soul, but surely it 
should touch our hearts! 

Now read. Mark 14:37-42. I am sure 
~ that Peter, James, and John never 
ceased to regret that they slept while 
their blessed Master was going through 
this agony. But it was night, and they 
were no doubt. weary, so we must not 
blame them too much. Instead, let us 
keep in touch with our Lord so that 
we will not be spiritually asleep when 
He has something for us to do. The 
Lord Jesus understood His disciples’ 
need of sleep, but He wanted them at 
this supreme moment to watch with 
Him. And they failed. But He never 
failed. Let us thank Him unitedly that 
He set His face stedfastly to go to the 
cross, and that realizing the infinite 
suffering He must endure there, He still 
prayed, “Not what I will, but what 
thou wilt.” 

After you have your pupil reread 
Story 10 about the love of Jesus for 
children, tell them the story of the 
Cross. Volume 2 of “Stories I Can 
‘Read Myself About the Lord. Jesus” 
goes on through the Cross and_ the 
Resurrection, but it isn’t printed yet. 
Teach the rest of the Memory Verse, 
then let him make the “stand-up chil- 
dren” in the center of the book. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
Doing God’s Will (Mark 14:32-36) 
ALL, good-looking King Saul 


brought some fine sheep and oxen 
to sacrifice to God. Would not God be 
pleased with such a gift? No, God was 
not pleased! God had said, “Go kill 
all of those people because they did 
wrong, and kill all their animals.” Saul 
and his men killed all the people—but 
one! They killed all their animals— 
but the best! Then they came to wor- 
Ship. Listen to Samuel, God’s prophet- 
messenger. (Read 1 Sam. 15:22, 23.) 
Obedience is better than any gift— 
from king or boy! 


“Where are we, Captain?” asked a 


Passenger on a ship going from Cal- 


ifornia to Australia. The two bent over 
the map, and the captain explained: 
“There are three’ routes to Australia 
from the port we just left. That one 
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there is the one usually taken; there, 
Number 2, is the route I preferred to 
take; and this one here, Number 3, is 
the one the company ordered me to 
take.” (Which do you suppose they 
were on? What kind of ship captain, 
working for a company, would dis- 
obey orders?) Then the captain went 
on to show at what point on Number 3 
they were at the time. 

Boys and girls, as well as grownups, 
find there are three ways to go: Number 
1, the way most people do; Number 2, 
the way they themselves want; Num- 
ber 3, the way God wants. But these 
three ways do not end at the same 
place, as the ship routes did! (The 
sailing chart may -be diagramed on the 
blackboard, and the routes labeled: the 
world’s way; my way; God’s way.) 
Which way did Saul take? Do you 
like to have your own way, too? 

-But there was One who said, “Lo, I 
come ... to do thy will, O God” 
(Heb. 10:7). Today Mark is going to 


‘tell us the very solemn story when 


God’s will was hard even for Him. It 


was a moonlit night on a hill across ° 


from Jerusalem, where olive trees were 
growing. Soon Judas, the traitor, 
would be coming with soldiers to start 
the road to the cross. (Read Mark 14: 
32-36.) We can never understand how 
painful it was for the Lord Jesus to 
have all our sins laid on Him and to 
suffer for them. But we can thank 
Him for doing it to save us. And we 
can listen to His prayer, and learn how 
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to pray when hard things come to us 
that we do not want to go through. 

The Bible says that God heard His 
prayer; but He, too, though He was 
God’s Son, had to learn to be obedient 
in hard things. Because He was perfect 
in obedience, He did what was neces- 
sary to save us. Now, if we obey Him, 
we are saved (Heb. 5:7-9). 

If we obey God, do you suppose God 
will use us to bring other people to be 
saved? Let us learn the Lord Jesus’ 
prayer: “Not what I will, but what 
thou wilt” (Mark 14:36, Memory Verse). 
It is very short, but sometimes hard to 
say or pray—and mean it. This week 
when you are tempted to say, “But I 
don’t want to!” or “I want to!”—stop 
and say this verse. See if your way is 
God’s way or not. Do not be like King 
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Saul and spoil your life by dis- 
obedience. Sail your ship on the safe 
—if hard—course, which your captain 
orders. Do you know that the Lord 
Jesus is called “the captain of .. . sal- 
vation”? (Heb. 2:10.) He sailed by 
God’s orders and He was promoted to 
top place in giving orders to everyone 
(Phil. 2:8-13). Bon voyage! (An out- 
line of a ship or sailboat may be given 
to or made by each pupil with the 
words of the Memory Verse on, it.) 
Orono, MAINE. 


x 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department ‘et had upon request from 
the Editors, e a Times, 
325 N. 13th ‘st., Philadelp 

am list of the lessons for the year 1959 

be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 

7 ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 

Greater Than Doing His Work.—Not 
what I will, but what thou wilt (Mark 
14:36, Golden Text). Miss Miriam 
Booth, daughter of the founder of the 
Salvation Army, a beautiful, brilliant, 
cultured woman, began her work with 
great promise, and had unusual success. 
Very soon disease lay hold on her, and 
brought her down to the point of death. 
A friend, visiting her one day, told 
her it seemed a pity that a woman so 
capable should be hindered by sick- 
ness from doing the Lord’s work. She 
replied with gentle grace, “It is great 
to do the Lord’s work, but it is greater 
to do the Lord’s will.”—From God’s 
Revivalist. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Missionary Advance—and Prayer.— 
‘Sit ye here, while I shall pray (Mark 
14:32). “Every step in the progress of 
missions is directly traceable to prayer,” 
“It has 
been the preparation of every new tri- 
umph and the secret of all success.” 
This, is well seen in the history of the 
China Inland Mission. Hudson Taylor, 
founder of the mission, was a man of 
prayer, and depended entirely on God 
for both men and money. Early in the 
year 1881 doors were opening in all 
parts of China, but the work was handi- 
capped for lack of men. , So in the 
autumn Hudson Taylor called a con- 
ference of his workers at Wu-chang. 
With paper and pencil they went over 
their vast field, and found that at least 
seventy new workers were needed, an 
overwhelming number in view of the 
fact that the mission was only fifteen 
years old and the entire staff on the 
field fewer than one hundred. But 
they agreed to pray daily for seventy 
new workers within three years, and 
at the end of that period there were 
seventy-six on the field, more than the 
number asked for. In the autumn of 
1886 the same conditions prevailed. 
Doors were opening everywhere, but 
there were not enough workers to enter 
them. So they prayed again, this time 
for one hundred new workers during 
the ensuing year. As this would call 
for a large increase in funds, they also 
asked for $50,000 in money; and know- 
ing that if it came in small sums it 





February 21, 1959 


would necessitate an increased office 
force, they asked that it might come 
in large sums. Again God honored 
their faith. By the end of the year the 
one hundred new missionaries were in 
China, and the $50,000 had been given 
in eleven large payments!—-From Bible 
Expositor and Illuminator. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Homesick for 
taketh with him Peter and James and 
John, and began to be sore amazed, 
and to be very heavy (Mark 14;33). 
As on other occasions (Mark 5:37; Matt. 
17:1) Jesus again admitted Peter, James, 


and John into intimate fellowship with 


Himself, into “the fellowship of his suf- 
ferings.” However, according to Mat- 
thew’s record, Jesus, already over- 
whelmed by. sorrow and heaviness, 
“went a little farther” 
39), perhaps “a stone’s cast” (Luke 22: 
41), at any rate, “forward a little” 
(Mark 14:35). Thus, in a very real 
sense, Jesus agonized “alone” in prayer. 
The words “began to be sore amazed, 
and to be very heavy,” are exceedingly 
difficult to translate, let alone to inter- 
pret. “They express the utmost degree 
of unbounded horror and_ suffering.” 
Swete remarks, “Long as He had fore- 
seen the Passion, when it came clearly 
into view its terror exceeded His an- 
ticipations.” -Robertson says, “For the 
moment He is rather amazed and home- 
sick for Heaven.” From Evangelical 
Commentary. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Jan- 
zen, Hillsboro, Kans. Prize illustration. 


Blessed Tears.—My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful. (Mark 14:34). The writer 


of the Epistle to the Hebrews describes | 


Christ as offering up “prayers and sup- 
plications with strong crying and tears.” 
Ruth Gibbs Zwall writes in THE Sun- 
DAY SCHOOL TIMEs: 


oO fot tears that flowed: for His heloved!- 


a Sarr? that reached the Heavenly 
hrone 
an. He wept for us ae the . onee 
Because He paid the = ce for 
Can we not trust and wait the promised oe 
When He shail wipe our little tears aw: 


—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. 


More Than One Answer Possible.— 
And he went forward a little, and fell 
on the ground, and prayed that, if it 
were possible, the hour might pass from 
him (Mark 14:35). A brother and sister 
were once playing in the field. The 
boy lost a ring which was the Christmas 
gift of a friend, his choicest earthly 
treasure. After searching for it in vain, 
he went, with many tears, to a retired 
spot, kneeled and prayed. And did 
God answer his prayer, so that he 
found the ring? No. But said the 
little boy, “He made me happy to lose 
it.” Christian mother, have you lost 
your only earthly treasure, and have 
you gone to the throne of grace in 
prayer, and found that though you 
could not hold again your much-loved 
child, God has made you happy to lose 
it? Have you, bereaved wife? Hus- 
band? Sister? Brother? Friend? Oh, 


when we can feel happy to lose any 
blessing that our Heavenly Father has 
given us, and then taken away, we @ 


Z 


Heaven.—And he 








(Matt. 26:37- - 
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are beautifully resigned to His will— 
From Gray and Adams Commentary. 
Sent by Mrs. Lilian Burton, Leicester, 
Eng. 

Tarrying—And he cometh, and find- 


-eth them sleeping, and-saith unto Peter, 


Simon, sleepest thou? Couldest not 
a watch one hour? (Mark 14:37.) 


ye not watch with me one hour?”— 
an ae 
em) su + 
a> = 


we learned to pray. 
Dear Lord, how tines | rve prayed 
“Watch over 


them for 
But, oh, how few the times I’ve 
D> wanek watch one ho’ che times. Ive sazed 


learned so 
While close to Thee 1 in pent prayer, 
And Pe the joy communion brings 
To all who tarry there. 


on we shall have. His of peace 

In Christ, our stre and stay, 
we fp -- “eee 

By tarrying to 

—From poem, "Weick and Pray,” by 
Maude Steenburg, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. 


What God Yearns To Hear.—When 
he returned; he found them asleep 
again, .. . neither wist they what to 
answer him (Mark 14:40). I have a 
friend who was, some years ago, a 
member of my church, and sometime 
secretary of the women’s work. She 
said: “Mr. Riley, my boon companion, 
living in Chicago, is a widow like my- 
self, but has a son about sixteen sum- 
mers, the most beautiful boy I ever 
knew. One night-as we sat talking to- 
gether I said to her, ‘If I had a lad like 
that my pride would know no bounds; 
I regard him as the most beautiful 
boy I ever knew.’ The tears gathered 
in her eyes and she bit her lip. I said 
to myself, ‘Have I misjudged that boy, 
and is there something hidden in his 
life that is breaking her heart?’ She 
read my mind in my confused face, 
and said, lifting her hand disconso- 
lately: ‘Don’t get down in feeling. He 
is just as sweet and beautiful and 
wholesome as you believe him to be. 
I will tell you why these tears. Until 


. about four years ago there was never 


a day in his life but he climbed upon 
my knees, put his arms around my 
neck, kissed me and said, “O Mother, 
how dear you are! How I leve you!” 
But it is two or three years since he 
has done that. I believe he loves me, 
but I tell you my heart is breaking to 
hear it from his lips.” That, my 
brother, my sister, not accustomed to 
speak one word of your affection for 
Jesus or bear your testimony of your 
loyalty to Him, that I believe is what 
the heart of God yearns to hear.—From 
@ sermon of Dr. W. B. Riley at the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, London. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


YOU have ever been very, very ill, 
you know how much you dreaded 
being alone. You wanted to have some- 
one with you. If you have’had to go to 
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the hospital for some reason, perhaps 
an. operation, you know how you 
wanted to have your mother with you. 
Mothers, more than anyone else, know 
how to encourage us and help us when 
we face difficult things. So we like 
having them with us. 

We must never forget that though the 
Lord Jesus Christ was truly God in the 
flesh, He was ‘also truly man. This is 
not easy for us to understand. But we 
do believe it because God’s Word 
teaches it is so. As a man, the Lord 
Jesus liked to have His companions 
with Him in times of need. That is 
why, when He faced the most difficult 
thing of all, He chose His three closest 
friends—three of His disciples—to be 
with Him. 

The night before His death, the Lord 
Jesus took His disciples into the Gar- 
den of Gethsemane. He left eight of 
them at the bottom of the hill. But He 
took Peter, James, and John farther up 
the hill. He yearned for the helpful- 
ness that comes from having loved 
ones near Him in a time of need. 

There the Lord Jesus explained to 
His friends that He was saddened and 
distressed (Mark 14:33). He seemed 
to be surrounded by grief (v. 34a). He 
had a fierce battle to fight—one that 
only He Himself could fight. He had 
said, “No man taketh it [my life] from 
me. I lay it down of myself” (see 
John 10:17, 18). At another time He 
had said, “The Son of man came... to 
give his life a ransom for many” (Matt. 
20:28). Because He is God the Son, no 
one could kill Him unless He permitted 
it. Once when they had tried to kill 
Him, He had simply disappeared (Luke 
4:29, 30). Why? Because the time. had 
not yet come for His death. But now 
the time had come. How much the 
Lord Jesus suffered in the darkness of 
the garden, we can never, never know. 

He commanded His disciples, “You 
sit here and watch, while I pray.” Only 
a short time before, these men had de- 
clared that they would defend Him, no 
matter what happened (Mark 14:29, 31). 
The Lord Jesus went on a little farther 
into the darkness of the garden, leaving 
His disciples to watch, should His en- 
emies come to take Him. 

Alone in the blackness of night, the 
Son of God fell on the ground to pray. 
Our Lord had looked forward to the 
hour of His death (John 2:4; 7:30; 8:20; 
13:1). Now He dreaded it. So He kept 
on praying, “If it is possible, let this 
hour pass from Me. Father, all things 
are possible to You. But not what I 
want, but what You want” (vv. 35, 
36). 

There were “two dreaded things that 
the Son of God had to suffer: (1) He 
had to have placed on Him all the sin 
of all the world. He was sinlessly 
perfect. The thought of having placed 
on Him the awful sin which He hated, 
was a dread thing to Him. No wonder 
He prayed that such a thing would not 
have to be. (2) The other thing that 
He dreaded was the separation from 
His Heavenly Father for six long hours 
(Psa. 22:1, 2), while He hung on the 
cross. God the Son had always been 
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in fellowship with God the Father. 
Never had they been separated. To 
the Son of God, it meant dreadful suf- 
fering to be without such fellowship. 
Nevertheless He was willing to go 
through that, for He prayed, “Not what 
I Myself desire, but what You Yourself 
desire.” 

Rising from the ground, the Lord 
Jesus returned to His three friends. 
“Are you sleeping?” He asked. Im- 
agine His disappointment when those 
who had vowed they would defend 
Him could not even stay awake an 
hour. He told them that night some- 
thing that He wants us, too, to re- 
member: “Be constantly watching and 
praying, in order that you might not 
enter into temptation.” 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 148) 


1. A man bearing a pitcher led them 
to the place (Mark 14:13). 

2. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

3. Because our authority is solely 
the Word of God. 

4. Christ’s broken body and shed 
blood (Mark 14: 22, 24). 

5. In Galilee (Mark 14:28). 

6. On the lower western slope of the 
Mt. of Olives. - 

7. The atoning sacrifice and mo- 
mentary separation from the Father. 

8. He was the perfect God-man. 

9. Eight were near the garden en- 
trance; three weré a stone’s throw from 
our Lord. 

10. Because Judas and the hostile 
mob were approaching (Mark 14:43). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Scanning the Bookshelves 
(Continued from page 146) 


set of brevity. Essentially it is just 
what the title implies, dealing with 
such subjects as reasons for success and 
failure of pastors, helps and hindrances 
to church growth, praying members, 
sermons, visitation, funerals, marriages, 
counseling, revival, and others in its 
twenty chapters. It will be particularly 
helpful to young men just beginning 
their ministry and facing these situa- 
tions for the first time. However, it 
will also give. laymen a new under- 
standing into the pastor’s responsibil- 
ities. 

Biblical Archaeology. By G. Ernest 
Wright. (Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia 7; $15.) The author has for many 
years been professor of Old Testament 
History at McCormick Theological Sem- 
inary in Chicago, and more recently has 
gone to teach at Harvard. He sets forth 
as the purpose of his book “to sum- 
marize the archaeological discoveries 
which directly illumine biblical history” 
(foreword). ; 


oT 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The first chapter deals briefly with 
“Biblical Archaeology and Biblical The- 
ology,” with “The Recovery of Lost 
Civilizations,” and with “The Develop- 
ment of Archaeological Method.” Suc- 
ceeding chapters treat the period of the 
Patriarchs (“The Founding Fathers”), 
the sojourn in Egypt, the conquest of 
Canaan, and the following periods of 
Biblical history up through “Palestine 
in the Time of Christ” (chap. XIII) and 
“The Church in the World” (chap. 
XIV). 

The author acknowledges that “for 
the most part archaeology has sub- 
stantiated and illumined the Biblical 
story at so many crucial points that no 


one can seriously say that it is little . 


but a congeries of myth and legend” 
(pp. 17,18); but, characteristic of a num- 
ber in the Liberal and Neo-Orthodox 
area, he is wary of those who seek to 
“prove” the Bible (p. 27)... This re- 
viewer would observe that most en- 
lightened conservative Biblical scholars 
feel that the term “confirm” is: a hap- 
pier word than “prove”—and certainly 
the validity of Biblical passages have 
again and again been confirmed by the 
discoveries (or “substantiated,” to use 
Professor Wright’s. term, noted at the 
beginning of this paragraph). 

One of the main emphases of the 
book is on the illumination and under- 
standing of the Bible from archaeologi- 
cal materials, e.g.: “. . . the past thirty 
years of archaeological discovery en- 
able us to .understand the life and 
times of Abram, Isaac, and Jacob in a 
way which has hitherto been impos- 
sible” (p. 52). 

Naturalistic explanations are given 
for various Biblical passages—the man- 
na is explained as the excretions pro- 
duced by insects living on the sap of 
the tamarisk tree (pp. 64, 65). There 
is, however, useful material in the 
book: for one who is familiar with 
archaeology and with the Liberal and 
Neo-Orthodox approach to the Bible, 
and can evaluate the materials in the 
light of the author’s viewpoint. 

As in all current books, there is a 
section on the Dead Sea Scrolls (p. 
212ff). The chapter. on “Israelite Daily 
Life” (chap. XI, p. 180ff) is a useful 
synthesis of the light we have on this 
area from archaeological discoveries, 
The last two chapters deal with “Pales- 
tine in the Time of Christ,” and “The 
Church in the World.” 


Sunday School Ideas. By Flora E. 
Breck. (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 16; 


$1.25, paper.) Sunday school expert Miss - 


Breck seems to have an ever-present 
sheaf of new ideas, and now she has 
received permission to group together a 
number of copyright articles that re- 
late to the promotion of Sunday school 
work, some of which have previously 
been published in THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Tres. The first of these describes how 
a community Sunday school grew from 
an outdoor group of fourteen people to 
its present well-filled edifice that is 
said to have been built by the prayers 
of children. The second article takes 
the reader to visit a Beginners’ Guild 
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in Portland, Oregon, where an informal 
teacher-worker meeting holds as its 
motto, “Everybody Doing Something.” 
Another chapter shows how the direct 
discourse method was found to be best 
for telling stories to children. “No 
Time for Teachers’ Meeting” is the title 
of an account that tells ‘exactly how a 
departmental superintendent solved one 
of his school’s most nagging problems. 
Still another valuable article explains 
how the teacher paay disguise her dis- 
cipline and still make it effective. One 
of the reprints from THE Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times demonstrates the rich results of 
letter writing as a means of contacting 
parents of new pupils. Throughout the 
book, teachers are challenged to use the 
best in expressional handwork, by pu- 
pils, blackboard, flannelgraph, and the 
like. At the close there is a Thanks- 
giving playlet and a chapter on “Pub- 
licity for Your Sunday School.” 


Your Baptism Is Important. By 
Stanley Edwin Anderson. (Northern 
Book Store, 3040 W. Washington Blvd. 
Chicago 12; $2.) Here is an attempt to 
an earnest study of every Bible verse 
on baptism. The author first shows how 
God emphasizes baptism. He discusses 
the values in one’s baptism, the evan- 
gelistic value of baptism, the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit, and then devotes a 
couple of chapters. to what he con-. 
siders common. mistakes about baptism. 
The author. very definitely insists upon 
immersion as the only mode of baptism 
that he accepts (see page 151, para- 
graph 2.) One will notice that the text 
is restrained in its criticism of those 
who differ. It should be said that the 
author is blind to the New Testament 
teaching about the Church which is the 
body of Christ. A warning should also 
be given those who read this book to 
be careful not to accept all the author 
says in the chapters on “Baptism and 
the Holy Spirit,” and the final chapters 
on “Baptism and Church Truth.” The’ 
author is quite critical of those who 
hold to what is commonly called the in- 
visible church and considers such to be 
associated with Bullingerites. 
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Terry's Secret 
By Hilda V. Richardson 


ERRY, with his shirttail flying, went 

racing down the street. “Hi, Joey! 
Hi, Wendy!” he called when he reached 
his friends’ house. 

Joey and his twin sister Wendy 
rushed out of the house, “What’s. all the 
excitement?” demanded Joey. 

“Sit down and get your breath,” 
ordered Wendy as she pushed Terry 
down onto the front porch steps. 

“I have something extra-special to 
show you—a sort of secret-like.” Terry: 
panted and brushed his hair from his 
hot forehead. “Now listen carefully— 
this is very. important.” 

“We're listening,” said the twins, sit- 
ting on either side of their friend. 

“I have something in my pocket that 
nobody has ever seen. We are going to 





look at ‘it, then I’m going to put it @ 
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where nobody will ever see it again,” 
explained Terry, mysteriously. “Do 
you believe me? Honest?” 

“You mean you have brought what- 
ever it is here without seeing it your- 


self?” questioned Joey, a puzzled look ° 


on his freckled face. 

“That’s right,” Terry said, shaking his 
head. in agreement. 

“Sounds impossible,” remarked Joey, 
scratching the tip of his pug nose. 

“I don’t know what you have, but 
you have always told-me the truth, so 
I believe it,” said Wendy who had been 
silent and thoughtful all the while. 

“All right, Terry, Wendy believes you, 
but I still have my doubts about your 
being able to do what you say.” Joey 
wriggled about impatiently. “Let’s see 
what it is you have in your pocket.” 

Terry slowly put his hand into his 
pocket and just as slowly pulled the 
object out. 

“A walnut?” stared Joey in surprise. 
“Don’t tell me nobody ever saw that 
before!” 

“Just you wait,” said Terry as he 
placed the nut on the step and set his 
foot down hard on it. Crack! 

“Now, has anybody ever seen this 
before?” he asked, holding up the wal- 
hut kernel. 

' “No,” agreed the twins, glancing at 
one another quickly.’ 

“Take a good look at it,” Terry told 
his friends. | 
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Then, quick as it takes to say “Boo,” 
Terry popped the kernel into his mouth. 
“Will anyone see it again?” he asked 
after he had chewed and swallowed it. 

Joey shook his red head. Wendy 
shook her red ponytail. 

“I honestly thought you were’ kid- 
ding,” Joey laughed. 

“No! That is faith,” explained Terry. 
“Faith is believing what you haven’t 
seen. Wendy believed what I said. I 
never saw Jesus, or saw Him die on the 
cross for my sins, but I believe it when 
God says in the Bible that it happened.” 

“You mean it is as simple as that— 
having faith in what the Bible says— 
just like Wendy believed what you 
said?” asked Joey. i 

“Yes,” answered Terry. .“The Bible 
says, ‘He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life...’” 

“I believe what that verse says,” said 
Wendy, thoughtfully. 

“Me, too,” added Joey. “It is really 
quite simple when you _ understand.” 

“It is simple enough for anyone to 
understand,” said Wendy. 

“Maybe we ought to be telling others 
about it,” suggested Joey. 

“Who shall we tell first?” Terry asked, 
his face alight with happiness. 

Santa Cruz, CALir. 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 8 


2. A Tragic Failure 
(Acts 26:24-29) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used -by permission. 

HIS second of three “Lessons in 
Conversion” that we are to think 
about this week is concerned with an 
experience that the Apostle Paul had. 
It is well that we should give careful 
attention to it, for, if we are faithful 
in witnessing for the Lord Jesus Christ 
to the unsaved, we shall meet with ex- 
periences very much like this. , 
we 
The man to- whom Paul was speaking, 
as recorded in Acts 26, -was King 
Agrippa, commonly known as Herod 
Agrippa II. He was the greatgrandson 
of Herod the Great and, at the time, 
was ruler by the grace of the Emperor 
Claudius and later of Nero of a large 


realm made up of the former tetrarchy 


of Philip, to which considerable ad- 
ditional territory had been added. He 
was not a Jew, his ancestry being 
Idumaean, although at times he had 
allied himself with the Jewish cause 
and pleaded their case at Rome. — 
b 4 

At the time Paul appeared before 
him, Agrippa had gone to Caesarea to 
salute Festus, the newly appointed pro- 
curator of Judea. Shortly before 
Agrippa’s visit to Festus, Paul had been 
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brought before Festus under a com- 
plaint lodged by the Jewish leaders 
and priests from Jerusalem. .He had 
offered to send Paul back to Jerusalem 
to be tried there, but Paul, knowing 
the hatred of the Jewish rulers and 
priests and standing on his rights as a 
Roman citizen, appealed his case to 
Caesar and was therefore being held in 
custody until he could be sent to Rome. 
Agrippa heard of Paul’s case from Fes- 
tus and expressed a desire to see this 
man and hear him speak. It was then 
that Paul made a stirring appeal, set- 
ting forth how he had been raised a 
devout Jew and how he had persecuted 
the followers of Christ until he himself 
had had a vision of the Lord Jesus as 
he journeyed to Damascus, and had 
been converted and had become an 
ardent follower of and witness for 
Christ. 
we 
The reply that Agrippa made to 
Paul’s impassioned words was somewhat 
different than what we read in our King 
James Version. The statement that we 
find there has led many to suppose that 
Agrippa on this occasion almost de- 
cided for Christ when he said, “Almost 
thou persuadest me to be a Chris- 
tian” (v. 28). Many careful translators 
believe that the Greek text for “almost” 
is better rendered, “in,” or, “with a lit- 
tle,” and that the meaning of Agrippa’s 
reply was not that of half belief but 
rather a cynical sneer, “With a little 
[speaking] art thou trying to make.a 
Christian of me?” Evidently Agrippa’s. 
heart was not touchéd with Paul’s ap- 
peal and he sneered at the zeal of Paul 
in supposing that he could thus per- 
suade him. 
ye i 
We may never have the privilege of 
witnessing before kings, but: we shall 
find just such indifference or sneering 
contempt from some to whom we speak 
about Christ. The: writer spoke to a 
fine Italian youth not long ago about 


‘belief in and acceptance of the Lord 


Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour. 
His curt reply was, “I’m not interested 
in that sort of thing,” and thus he shut 
the door, as did King Agrippa. 

We ; 


The fact that we may meet with 
such rebuffs, however, should not dis- 
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courage us in faithfully witnessing for 
Christ. We can still pray for those to 
whom we have witnessed but who have 
rejected Christ, and often the Holy 
Spirit uses the witness we have given 
to convict the hearer and at some later 
day may convince him of his need of 
Christ. Agrippa’s failure came when 
he turned contemptuously away from 
Paul’s appeal. Our failure comes when 
we neglect to use the opportunities 
that God gives us to speak for Christ. 
Let us be faithful, then, in season and 
out of season, when God presents the 
opportunity and the Holy Spirit 
prompts us to speak. It is a terrible 
thing for a man or woman to shut the 
door of. his or her heart against the 
Lord JeSus, and such ones need our 
prayers, for, unless at some later time 
there is a change, they will go out of 
this life into eternity without hope and 
without God. As far as we know 
Agrippa never had another chance. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship | 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible ig on the International 
Lessons, issued the International 
Sunday School son Committee. 


March 2 to 8 


Mon., Mar. 2.—Mark 14:1-11. 
Anointed for Suffering. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A woman hav- 
ing an alabaster box of ointment... 
brake the box, and poured it on his 
head.” Our Lord prépared for every 
service performed as prophet, priest, 
and king. Anointed by the Holy. Ghost, 
all His works were wrought in the 
Spirit’s grace and power. The anoint- 


ing at Bethany signifies for us that‘ 


work of grace essential for their God- 
appointed service. We are kings and 
priests unto God and His Christ. We 
shall reign with Him forever and ever 
if we are the sheep of His pasture, 
purchased by His blood. Pray that 
you may glory in the anointing of the 
Lord Saviour for all your needs. 


Tues., Mar. 3.—Mark 14:12-16. 
Preparation for the Passover. 
PRAYER ‘SUGGESTIONS: “The goodman 
.. . will shew you a large upper room 
furnished and prepared.” Everything 
connected with the Passover which 
Christ observed with His disciples was 
miraculous. ‘The provision of the room 
for that service and all the factors were 
providential. Dwell upon this action 
sermon of the Son of God. Pray that 
the Lord’s Supper with all its sublimity, 
sweetness, and power may daily affect 
your soul. 


Wed., Mar. 4.—Mark 14:17-25. 
The Last Supper. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “As they did eat, 
Jesus took bread, and blessed, and 
brake it . . . and ‘he took the cup, and 
when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them.” Commemorate the Lord’s 
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Supper with due sincerity and humil- 
ity. Scrutinize your inward and out-_ 
ward life before partaking of the feast, 
This will promote revival more than 





any other factor that can be nam 


The Communion service is a spiritual x 
The Lord had this — 
checkup in mind when’ He gave us — 


checkup time. 


Matthew 5:23, 24. The thing to keep 
in mind in every Communion service is 


the business of getting right with God, 
Pray for a reviving kind of Communion 


services in your church. 


Thurs., Mar. 5.—Mark 14:26-31. 


Peter Pledges Loyalty, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Peter said unto’ 
him, Although all shall be offended, 
yet will not I.” 
Christian duties is far less than we 
suppose. Peter promised to be faithful 
to Christ under all circumstances but 
failed to be faithful himself. Have no 
confidence in the flesh. Purpose in the 
Spirit; séek the grace of God for the 
performance of that which is good. 
Peter’s' lesson is one that all will need 
to learn sooner or later. Pray that 
your confidence in the Lord may be 
strong for all that pertains to life and 
godliness. 


Fri., Mar. 6.—Mark 14:32-42. 
Jesus in Gethsemane. 
PRAYER SuGcesTions: “They came to 
a place which was named Gethsemane 
. and he saith . . . not what I will, 
but what thou wilt.” Arise my soul, 
step softly here where drops of blood 
dropped from the Saviour’s face and 
where the prayers of His lips found 
the answer sought. On the sod of that 
small garden called Gethsemane, the 
battle which defeated Satan and made 
possible our salvation and victory took 
place. Pray that you may give honor 
and glory to your Saviour for His 
bleeding love and saving grace. 


Sat., Mar. 7.—John 17:1-19. 
A Prayer of Consecration. 

PrayeR SuccEsTIONs: “I have finished 
the work which thou gavest me to do.” 
Our Lord’s devotion to the Father 
whose will He came to do appears in 
other texts than the one used above. 
That prayer of Christ marks for us the 
‘new and living way, which he hath 
consecrated for us” (Heb. 10:20). As - 
He came down from Heaven to do the 
Father’s will, so our life and services 
must adhere strictly and joyfully to 
the holy will of God. Pray that your 
life may be a fuller expression of 
Christ’s life. 


Sun., Mar. 8.—Heb. 4:14 to 5:10. 
Christ, Our High Priest. 
PrayeR Succestions: “Christ being 
come an high”priest of good things to 
come, by a greater and more perfect 
tabernacle, not made with hands” (Heb. 
9:11). In Him we have an High Priest 
over the whole household of faith min- 
istering now in Glory. He who ever 
liveth to make intercession for us pleads 
His blood for the putting away of our 
sins. Pray that your prayers may be 


such as He can present to the Father — 
in His intercessions. RS 
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